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Job Profile for Victims’ Advocates
Part 1
CRJS 6203: Victimology
Victim Advocate Job Profile
Worksheet
	What responsibilities does a victim advocate have in a case?
	The main responsibility of the victim advocate is to offer necessary support to the victims of crime. They offer emotional support, avails the necessary information, and helps the victims to fill out the required forms. They often accompany the victim in all the criminal justice proceedings (Meernik & King, 2019). Victim advocates often work with many organizations such as social service agencies to get relevant information, support, and other vital services to assist the victims. 

	When does a victim advocate become involved in a criminal case? When does the involvement end?
	A victim's advocate becomes involved in the case when the victim has started attending court proceedings. The advocate ensures that the victim can access all the necessary information, resources, and filling the necessary forms as the criminal justice proceedings are going on (Meernik & King, 2019). The involvement of the victim advocate in the criminal case ends when the case at hand comes to a close. 
	

	What skills would be important for a victim advocate to possess? Why?
	The victim advocate must have compassion and the ability to have empathy towards the victim. Another skill is communication skill. The victim advocate must be able to effectively communicate with the various bodies during the case proceedings as well as relate and communicate with the victimized person. The other skill is listening skill, which makes the advocate understand the needs of the victim. The third skill is the desire of bettering the life of the victim and the passion of wanting them to rebuild their lives (Blake, Sheldon, & Williams, 2010). Such skills make the victim closer to the advocate and then open up about their needs.

	Based on what you have learned about this position, would you be interested in becoming a victim advocate? Why or why not?
	Based on what I have learned about the position, I would like to become a victim advocate because I have good communication and listening skills, which are critical for this position. I would also like to become a victim advocate because I always have the passion and the desire to assist people who are vulnerable with the little resources I have. All my life, I have always strived to be the voice of the less fortunate and those who are not able to defend themselves due to fear (Blake, Sheldon, & Williams, 2010). In this regard, I possess all the attributes of becoming a victim advocate. 



Part 2
	A good number of witnesses are normally worried when it comes to attending court proceedings, irrespective of whether they are crime victims or not. There are a variety of services that can be utilized to provide support and pieces of advice to crime victims as well as the witnesses of crime. The support is mainly meant for witnesses and crime victims, alongside their respective family members and friends (Meernik & King, 2019). Upon reporting a case to the police, one should expect a number of things, such as investigation of the crime, being contacted by the Victim Support, being informed by the police if an individual has been charged with the offence, being offered crime prevention effort, and so on (Blake, Sheldon, & Williams, 2010). A witness support system is mostly an independent voluntary organization whose main objective is to offer emotional support and access to relevant information that would be instrumental in the criminal justice system proceedings. Those of providing support services must be properly trained to execute such duties effectively.  The witnesses need to be shown care and compassion to eliminate any possible source of fear. They need to be made to feel confident while going to the court to effectively give the size of the story during the court proceedings (Blake, Sheldon, & Williams, 2010). Witnesses are made to understand that it is natural to feel overwhelmed or anxious when standing for a victim. However, the support services work to get the witness back on his or her feet and offer guidance through the process of investigation (Blake, Sheldon, & Williams, 2010). There are specific set codes of ethics that are designed to see to it that victims and witnesses are offered the best possible advice from the moment the crime is reported to the point of sentencing the offender. 
	Some of the services and support available to victim-witnesses include information regarding the rights of the victims and witnesses involved in the case at hand. The support services also include offering encouragement to the witnesses to participate in the proceedings of the criminal justice system under the federal law and of course to the extent, they so wish (Meernik & King, 2019). Other support services include access to information regarding case status, knowledge about the federal criminal justice system, intervention in crises, court accompaniment, and referrals to a range of social service organizations across the country. Several agencies ensure that the rights of the witnesses are protected and that they are fairly treated during the process of prosecution (Blake, Sheldon, & Williams, 2010). The witnesses have the right to protection from the accused as well as the right to accurate, timely, and reasonable notice in event of all the court proceedings. They also have the right to heard in any court proceeding and the right to be informed of their rights. The witnesses must be treated with respect, sensitivity, and in a professional manner. They must be provided with the relevant support to recover them and make them cope with the process while at the same time being prevented from victimization or intimidation. 
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